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SHRI HARISH NAIK (POSTHUMOUS)

Shri Harish Naik was a distinguished author of Gujarati children's literature, and a
captivating story-teller.

2 Born on 28" October, 1926 in a modest family in Surat, Gujarat, Shri Naik did his
matriculation in 1943 and started writing after that. He never stopped and fondly kept on
writing for children even in the last days of his life.

& Shri Naik has written more than 2000 stories in over 500 books. His works include
stories across a wide range of genres like animals, action & adventure, war, music &
drama, religion & mythology, science & space, biography, comedy, radio dramas, Bhavai,
children songs & lullabies, fairytales, and adaptations of international literature. He wrote
in children's magazines like Zagmag (where his stories still appear), Bal Sandesh and
Ramakdu. There, he created many memorable fictional characters and also wrote about
real life heroes and soldiers. He started his own publication and published a monthly
named "Nayak" in 1980. He published books in large font without "Jodakshar"
(conjunctions) for children learning to read and for adult education (Proudh Shikshan).
The books were sold for the modest price of one rupee. His adaptations like those of the
stories of Hercules and the science fiction classics of Jules Verne made such literature
accessible to Gujarati readers. His works have been translated into Marathi, Hindi, Sindhi
and other languages.

4. Shri Naik was also a prolific storyteller. During World Children's Year in 1979, he
told stories to more than 5 lakh children in 400 Municipal Schools of Ahmedabad and 100
private schools. He volunteered as a storyteller at cancer wards for children, at wards for
mentally and physically challenged children, in orphanages and in slums. He wanted to
bring enjoyment, to encourage and uplift all children.

5. Shri Naik was conferred the Gujarat Sahitya Parishad Best Book award for his
books 6 times, by the Gujarat Government from 1960 to 1981 and thereafter by the
Sahitya Akademi. He was conferred the Long Endurance Award for Children writing for 40
years and storytelling for 25 years by National Conference on Children Education in 1985,
felicitated by Akhil Bhartiya Bal Kumar Sabha (Marathi, Pune) in 1989, awarded the
Gijubhai Badheka Award by Gujarat Sahitya Akademiin 1990, the NCERT Prize for Prerak
Rashtra Kathao in 1993, National Center for Education Research award in 1997 and
Marathi Balkumar Sahitya Sabha Sanman in 1998. He received Rashtrapati Sammaan in
2007 from then President APJ Abdul Kalam, Narmad Sahitya Sabha Freniben Award in
2008, Gujarat Sahitya Akademi Award for Children's Literature in 2016 and Sahitya
Akademi Bal Sahitya Puruskarin 2017.

\6. ShriNaik passed away on 24" October, 2023. /
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